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‘Project

Reagan’s $65 million plari for

"By Alfonso Chardy
inquirer Washington Bureau
..-WASHINGTON — Project Democra-
<y, the Reagan administration’s $85
million plan to counter Soviet propa-

democracy chal

- ganda by spreading\Americanastylg,

. ipstitutions and ideas abroad, espe-
. ¢ially in the Third World .and Cen-

+ral America, is running imvgmpme .

.-at home. .

.. -Sen. Paul E. Tsongas (D, Mess);a

<member of .the Foreign.Relations .
Committee, calls it “Project/Right-

- Wing Democracy.” Some of his mod-
erate and liberal colleagues express
fears that it will become a new and
. expensive propaganda.tool of the ad-
ministration, and they..threaten-a
major fight that one Senate official

says could cut the program in half '

and “minimize its propaganda con-
tent.” . -
.-.Rep. Joel Pritchard (R., Wash.) re-
marked at ‘a recent House hearing
-that the more he thought about the
plan. “the more nervous I become
over it.” Replied the witness before
him, Secretary.of State George P.
Shultz, “Don’t be nervous about de-
mocracy, about holding that torch up
‘there.” o '
Charles Wick, director of the US.

Information-Agency and-a friend of -

" President Reagan's, is widely credit-
ed with the idea of Project Democra-
" cy. Wick said of the plan, which he
first called Project Truth, “In 2 world
where freedom is under attack, the

concept of human liberty and the.

concept of America are more compel-
ling and attractive than ever.”
What is all the talk about?. _ .
1t is about a 44-point bill submitted
10 Congress on Feb. 23 that includes
plans to educate potential military
leaders so that they will be discour-
aged from staging ‘coups, 10 wean
Latin American student leaders away
from Marxism and anti-American-
ism. to finance a regional newspaper
in Central America and to support
journalists in the region who resist
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"7t is about Jegislation that, beyond |
Latin America, proposes to teach En- f

" glish to poor Africans; to back free |
labor unions worldwide; to finance a

.nagazine, named Communications

_ Impact, that would “champion free-

“tommunications”; ¥o:build a:center?

«for:Soviet emigres; 10 promote. busi:
ness through a Center for Free En-
terprise, and to establish centers for
the study of the United States abroad .
in order 4o teach3US: democratic '!
valpes. = T " T v oo

‘Here are some specifics of the main™
proposals in the idea, first men- -
tioned by the President in a speech
June 8 to the British Parliament:

e Under the title Study of Demo-;
cratic Principles and Practice for

" Military Leaders in:Developing*Na-*
tions, $1.7 million would be spent to

. show.military men the need for ;;pos-
itive attitudes toward democracy”
and an awareness that “military-led
interruptions of the political process.
can retard the development of a dem-
ocratic form of government.” An ad-

- mininistration official said the plan
would end the cycie of coups and
countercoups in the developing
world; mainly in Latin America. “Ul-
timately this would also assure sta-
bility in trouble spots such as Cen- °
tral America,” he said. ;

e About $800,000 is provided to
train Caribbean and Central Ameri-
can students in American values be-
cause such students “are more likely -
to be instructed in Marxist political
and economic philosopby than' in

- democratic and free market econo-

{
t

t

control of the press by “totalitarian |

or suthoritarian” regimes,. ., .

mies.”

e Some $3.2 million would create a.
regional organization for Central
America and the Andes 1o teach area
leaders such sophisticated democrat-

_ic'techniques as party organization, -
icampaigning. fund-raising. polling,
Jnedia management, advance work.
~In other words.” a critical congres-
sional aide said, “we would seek to
create little replicas of Ronald Rea- |
gan or Walter Mondale in the hemi- '
sphere.” . .
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e One of the most controversial :

Jdtems, at $240,000,.is entitled.Support
Jor the Free PresS ifi Latin America.
Though the bill mentions only schoi-
arship programs for 10 young Latin-
%American journalists and two profes-

partment officials-do"not Tule out

' %rships in communications, “State
“the possibility of providing money 1o

‘mewspapers “struggling” in “undem- -

}ocratic nations.” — ‘
¥4An a March 2 hearing, Tsongas
:quoted from “what he said was .an-

.pofficial document “suggesting that

“the administration would - provide :
‘funds to the Inter-American Press -

-Association through an intermediary
‘because the group. did not accept
money from governments. Asked if
the administration-would “operate” -

- through the press association, Wick,
whose agency would manage Project
Democracy, replied *‘yes.” Later

Wick indicated that the association -

was not being considered and that it

was mentioned as an “illustrative

measure” only.’

'~ sAnother S1:1 million is for financ-
ing. through the private Simon Bcli-
var Foundation here, a regional
newspaper for rural popuiations 11
Honduras, Guatemala and E! Selva-
dor. “The newspaper would provide

- information in such areas as family
health, agricultural management

_ and the merits of supporting democ-
racy,” according to the bill.

Other projects outside the hemi-
sphere would spend $2 million for
. regional institutes to provide techni-
" cal assistance and observers for na-
tions holding elections for the first
“time or after a coup: $1.5 million in
seed money to bring young leaders to
the United States for briefings on

. American foreign policy and securi-.
“qy.objectives; $10.6 million o §et up,

_~American Studies Centers in various

“ countries; and $885,000 to heighten
“understanding of democracy” in
Eastern Europe.
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Shultz and.Wick say .the plan is_
vital 10 American security because it
seeks 1o bring 'stability 15 the Third -
World and counter ‘what they ‘de-
scribed as a growing Soviet propa-
ganda campaign. ‘

The critics remain unconvinced.
Some of them suggest that the.legis-
jation should require the administra-

* tion‘tospread democracy in friendly
ard unlriendly nations governed by
bo:h rightist or leftist regimes.

“I think that what bothers a lot of
peuple here in Congress is that-this
.smacks. of .a.return to the.cold.war..
times when the [Central Intélligence
Agencyl was involved in this sort of

* stuff'covertly-in-efforts to-overthrow
unfriendlv regimes, to undermine
democracy.” said an aide in the Sen-
ate Foreign Relatiens Committee.

To -dispel tsuch fears, administra-
tion officials bave stressed that the
CIA will have no say in the project,
although they acknowledge that it ;
was initially proposed as a covert .
operation.

“There is absolutely no CIA con-
nection with this program,” said
Lawrence Eagleburger. undersecre-
1arv of state for political affairs.
“Any Ll3 involvement is unneces-
sary. Support. for democracy and
democratic institutions shouid be
open and totally above board. .

“We also know that as a practical
matter CIA involvement would kill
such a program. It would provide
those who have much to fear from
-the spreat: of democracy a pretexi o
discredit the entire project.”
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